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Chai rman P o w e l  1 : 

I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  Federa l  Communicat ions Commission i s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  p o s s i b l e  changes t o  i t s  med ia  ownersh ip  r u l e s .  I urge  y o u  t o  f u l l y  
d i s c l o s e  you r  i d e a s  on t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  and a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and 
p u b l i c  comment. 

A l l o w i n g  g r e a t e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  and c ross -ownersh ip  o f  med ia  may have a p r o f o u n d  
i m p a c t  on Amer icans '  access  t o  a w i d e  range o f  news, i n f o r m a t i o n .  programming 
and p o l i t i c a l  commentary. To have a h e a l t h y  d e m o c r a t i c  d i a l o g u e  and 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on ma jo r  i s s u e s ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  w e  have access t o  
a d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p i n i o n s  and i n f o r m a t i o n ,  n o t  a h a n d f u l  o f  o p t i o n s .  A l t e r i n g  
med ia  ownersh ip  r u l e s  c o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t  v i g o r o u s  p u b l i c  deba te  and t h e  
m a r k e t p l a c e  o f  i d e a s .  Ru lemak ing  o f  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  be open 
t o  p u b l i c  comment. 

I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  t o  s t a y  d e m o c r a t i c  and f r e e ,  we need t o  ensure  d i v e r s i t y  
o f  o p i n i o n  and t h e  f r e e  exchange o f  i d e a s .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  be t h e  
w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e  comment on any p roposed  r u l e  s o  t h e  Commission may f a i r l y  and 
i m p a r t i a l l y  e v a l u a t e  whether  i t  w i l l  p romote  o r  h i n d e r  such d i v e r s i t y .  
I t  i s  n o t  a p r o p r i a t e  f o r  such i m p o r t a n t  p u b l i c  i s s u e s  such as f reedom o f  speach 
r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  f i r s t  amendment be d e c i d e d  b e h i n d  c l o s e d  doors .  

Once aga in ,  I u r g e  you t o  f u l l y  d i s c l o s e  you r  i d e a s  on t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  
i s s u e  and a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and p u b l i c  comment. 

S i n c e r e 1  y. 
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